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The 110th Congress will reauthorize the “Farm 
Bill.” That important legislation has a breadth 
and reach far beyond American agricultural 
policy.  Our top priority is a strong Nutrition 
title that reauthorizes and improves the Food 
Stamp Program, the nation’s first defense against              
hunger. 

Far too many people in our communities lack 
resources to put food on their tables consis-
tently for themselves 
and their families. In-
deed, the most recent 
survey2  of food secu-
rity documents that 
more than 1.5 million 
people in Florida live 
in households that struggle against hunger. It is 
absolutely essential that the 2007 Farm Bill ad-
dress the pressing problem of hunger.  There 
are three Florida congressional delegates that sit 
on key committees through which the Farm Bill 
will pass.  They are Senator Bill Nelson on Sen-
ate Budget and Representatives Kendrick Meek 
(on House Ways and Means) and Tim Mahoney 
(in House Agriculture).

The Food Stamp Program has nearly eliminated 
malnutrition from the national landscape and 
helps prevent the problem of hunger from be-
coming worse in our communities. Food Stamp 
Program participation closely tracks economic 
trends, responding quickly to increases in need, 
whether due to local or national economic cir-
cumstances or to disasters, as seen in the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina.

Food stamps help strengthen families and the 
American communities where those families 
live—rural, urban, and suburban. More than 
80 percent of food stamp benefits go to families 
with children, allowing their parents to obtain 
food at grocery stores for meals at home. Much 
of the remainder goes to seniors and persons 
with disabilities. Through the nationwide use 
of Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) cards, 

food stamp transac-
tions have been stream-
lined for consumers 
and store clerks, and 
EBT has quantifiably 
reduced the chances of 
program abuse.

Food Stamps pay dividends for low-income 
consumers, food producers and manufactur-
ers, grocery retailers and communities. As 
food stamp purchases flow through grocery 
checkout lines, farmers’ markets, and other 
outlets, those benefits generate almost double 
their value in economic activity, especially 
for many hard-pressed rural and urban com-
munities desperately in need of stimulus to    
business and jobs.

The Food Stamp Program’s basic entitlement 
structure must be maintained while great-
er resources are provided to the program to 
more effectively fight hunger in our commu-
nities. There are several key areas for program        
investment:
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Adequacy of Benefits Must Be Improved. The 
first step to reducing hunger in the United 
States is to ensure that everyone in the Food 
Stamp Program has the resources to purchase 
and prepare a nutritionally adequate diet. Nei-
ther the average food stamp benefit level of $1 
per person per meal, nor the $10 per house-
hold monthly minimum benefit is sufficient to 
help families purchase an adequate diet. This 
dietary shortfall negatively impacts recipients’ 
health and nutrition and impedes the ability 
of children to learn and adults to work. An-
other key element to securing an adequate diet 
will be finding ways to improve access to af-
fordable and healthful foods for food stamp 
households in low-income neighborhoods.

Access to the Program Must Be Expanded. Too 
many people in our communities are in need of 
food stamps but cannot get them. Only one out 
of three people in a food bank line is enrolled

in food stamps. Those people in need of food 
but excluded from the Food Stamp Program 
include working poor families with savings 
slightly above decades-old and outdated re-
source limits, many legal immigrants, and 
numerous indigent jobless people seeking em-
ployment.

We are fortunate to live in a nation with an 
abundant and varied food supply. The Farm 
Bill reauthorization provides an opportunity 
to invest significant resources for making food 
stamp benefit sufficient to real world needs, 
connect more eligible people with those ben-
efits, and open eligibility to more vulnerable 
populations—all of which will move our com-
munities and the nation closer to a hunger-free 
America.
1Information for this article derived from the Food Research 
and Action Center’s sign-on letter to Congress.
2http://www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/ERR29/ERR29.pdf.

Communicating with Your State and Congressional Delegates

Impact is very pleased to introduce “Let Your Voice Be Heard,” its new on-line advocacy tool at  
www.flimpact.org. We are now listing your delegation of representatives in the Florida Legislature and 
the U.S. Congress at this site.  And now with the help of “Democracy in Action,” Impact makes it even 
easier for you to communicate with those delegates through its on-line advocacy tool.  We can provide 
prepared emails on our legislative priorities that you can access and forward to your state and federal 
delegates throughout the year under your own signature.  We hope this will enhance your capacity for 
citizen activism on issues concerning children and poverty!   

This new service is supported by the donations of our network members.  Please consider a generous contribution to 
Florida Impact as we prepare for another legislative session—our 28th year representing issues of economic justice in the 

Florida Legislature!

Neither the average food stamp benefit level of $1 per person 
per meal, not the $10 per household monthly minimum benefit 

is sufficient to help families purchase an adequate diet.



Celebrate Florida Impact
In its 28th Year!

Since 1979, Florida Impact has been dedicated to reducing hunger and poverty 
in Florida. Impact educates and enlists the people of Florida to secure justice for 
and with those whose economic rights have not been realized. We also work to 
increase access to food programs by conducting aggressive outreach strategies 
and public policy advocacy. Through your generous support we can continue 
to inspire the people of Florida to do justice.

In its 28th Year!
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